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• Automate Cataloging Processes for 
Different Material Types

• Keeping Subject Headings Up-to-Date
• Increase Discoverability – Expand 

Subject Terms to Match Topics and 
Ever-Changing Lexicon That Support 
Today’s Topics (i.e. DEI – Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion)

• Outsource Cataloging When Needed

• What Makes a Good MARC Record 
Great – Brief MARC vs Full MARC vs 
SuperbMARC

• Improving Your Records – Find Issues 
and Opportunities in Your Catalog

• Tools That Facilitate Cataloging
• Searching and Finding Records
• Copy Catalog a Record in Less Than 

Three Minutes
• Batch Editing and Updating Multiple 

Records at Once

TOPICS



MARC = 
Machine Readable 

Cataloging

WHAT IS MARC



• Fixed length
• Each position has a meaning
• Used by the computer to 

process the MARC record
• Hard to read

CONTROL FIELDS



Be Consistent

DISCLAIMER



• Librarian:  You or one who works in a library.
• ILS (Integrated Library System):  Catalog 

software that circulates your collection, 
manages your collection and makes your 
collection discoverable to patrons.

• Catalog:  Your library’s collection of MARC 
records.

VOCAB



Complete & Accurate

• An ILS can’t search what isn’t 
there

A GREAT MARC
RECORD



A patron can’t read what a patron can’t find.

Great records:
• Expand the life of your collection 
• Make the collection easier to 

evaluate
• Increase Discoverability

WHY IMPROVE 
MARC RECORDS



Manually fix each record

Diagnose and 
use tools

Do Nothing

EFFORT REQUIRED 
TO IMPROVE 
MARC RECORDS



TOOLS THAT FACILITATE CATALOGING
• Circulation Software (typically offer 

Z39.50 access and basic MARC editor)
• C# (C Sharp) MARC Editor

• MARCEdit
• BestMARC Metadata Management 

Software

C# (C Sharp) MARC 
Editor

MARC 
Editor in 

Alexandria 
Circulation 
Software

MARCEdit

BestMARC 
Metadata 

Manageme
nt Software



CIRCULATION 
SOFTWARE

Pros:
• Easy to use because it’s familiar
• Z39.50 already set up

Cons:
• Bad for changing multiple 

records at once
• Working with live data



Example:  QuickTextPaste

Pros:
• Saves you from typing the 

same thing over and over
• Free

Con:
• Takes time to set up

KEYBOARD 
SHORTCUTS



Pros:
• Free
• Recorded trainings available online
• Powerful - can edit multiple records at 

once

Cons:  
• Steep Learning Curve
• Difficult to know what was changed in 

your records
• Slow

What can you do?
• Find records using Z39.50
• Change single records
• Batch edit and update
• Update to RDA

MARCEdit



MARCEdit



• Free
• Hasn't been updated since 2018
• If you learn one free software, 

learn MARCEdit.

C# MARC Editor



FULL-SERVICE CATALOGING COMPANIES

(i.e. OCLC Cataloging Service, 
MARCive and Backstage)
Pros
• Fast
• Easy – someone else does all the work

Cons
• Becomes expensive if doing more than 

a few records
• Usually priced on the complexity of the 

fix or per record This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/69764650@N00/4052210333/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


BestMARC Pros: 
• Can use for initial cataloging
• Great for fixing problems in catalog
• Can quickly update records from 

AACR2 to RDA
• Can fix or update multiple records at 

one time (batch editing)
• It’s prettier than the free options
• Has a free diagnosis to evaluate 

catalog

Cons:  
• The software itself is not free
• Once you know about the problems, 

you’ll want to fix them



AnalyzeMARC – service that analyzes MARC Record 
metadata and provides a Data Diagnostic Report

Actual multi-site (union catalog) data diagnostic report
https://www.best-marc.com/Library/Reports/DatabaseDiagnostic.aspx?rg=21c9108b-4665-4637-
9a8a-260e09d54b69

AnalyzeMARC

https://www.best-marc.com/Library/Reports/DatabaseDiagnostic.aspx?rg=21c9108b-4665-4637-9a8a-260e09d54b69


Batch editing (updating multiple 
records at once)…
• Add, remove or change 

information in similar records
• Saves time 
• Great for making small changes 

that affect a lot of records

BATCH EDITING



KEEPING SUBJECT 
HEADINGS UP-TO-DATE

• Impossible to do manually – use 
a tool

• DEI
• Regular changes

SUBJECT HEADING 
UPDATES



• Increase discoverability
• Make searching easier
• Match patrons’ vocabulary

EXPAND SUBJECT 
TERMS



BATCH EDITING IN 
BestMARC



Create workflows to automate 
cataloging….
Save those workflows for later 
use…

Example of an automation:
 Having a workflow that checks 

RDA compliance and then 
updates award records

AUTOMATE 
CATALOGING 
PROCESSES



Copy cataloging 
records in BestMARC

COPY CATALOGING



• Evaluate your catalog
• Start on Monday with the first 

change
• Get help
• Ask questions

MAKE PROGRESS



THANK
YOU!

Casandra Norin
Email: casandra.norin@sccc.edu

Bart Fitzgerald
Email: bart@mitnet.com

mailto:casandra.norin@sccc.edu
mailto:bart@mitnet.com

	MARC 101 to 210:�Your Key to Circulation
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	TOOLS THAT FACILITATE CATALOGING
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	FULL-SERVICE CATALOGING COMPANIES
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	THANK�YOU!

